
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4634 June 17, 2021 
19 pandemic, including provision of excess 
vaccine doses to help revitalize the economy 
of Colombia; 

Whereas presidential and legislative elec-
tions were held in Colombia in 2018, and the 
people of Colombia elected Iván Duque 
Márquez president in a second round of elec-
tions that impartial international observers 
considered free and fair and the most peace-
ful in decades; 

Whereas the United States and Colombia 
share a commitment to promoting security, 
prosperity, human rights, and democracy in 
Colombia and across the Western Hemi-
sphere; 

Whereas, in recent years, the Government 
of Colombia has taken courageous steps to 
enforce the law, stop drug traffickers, and 
rein in foreign terrorist organizations like 
the National Liberation Army (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘ELN’’) and the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia (referred 
to in this preamble as the ‘‘FARC’’); 

Whereas the United States continues to 
support the efforts of the Government of Co-
lombia for peace, including protection of vul-
nerable populations such as Indigenous and 
Afro-Colombian communities, support for 
human rights defenders, provision of greater 
educational opportunities, increases in pub-
lic and private investments, especially in 
rural areas, and respect for human rights 
and the rule of law; 

Whereas the United States maintains a 
strong commitment to cooperating with the 
Government of Colombia to investigate, ar-
rest, and prosecute members of 
transnational criminal organizations and to 
dismantle terrorist groups like the ELN, the 
FARC, and Hezbollah, whose illicit activi-
ties, specifically narcotrafficking, devastate 
the citizens of Colombia and Latin America; 

Whereas, since 2016, the United States has 
provided more than $1,000,000,000 in direct 
and indirect support to peace implementa-
tion in Colombia; 

Whereas Colombia is an essential partner 
of the United States in continuing efforts to 
support the courageous people of Venezuela 
in their fight for freedom, democracy, and 
economic prosperity against the dictatorship 
of Nicolás Maduro by generously hosting and 
providing aid to nearly 1,800,000 citizens of 
Venezuela as of June 2021 and by providing 
them essential services such as healthcare 
and education; 

Whereas, in February 2021, President 
Duque issued temporary protective status 
with work authorization to citizens of Ven-
ezuela living in Colombia; 

Whereas the leadership of the Government 
of Colombia during the humanitarian crisis 
in Venezuela has been critical in organizing 
regional support for Interim President Juan 
Guaidó, as well as in denouncing the dicta-
torship of Maduro and helping implement 
policies to isolate his narcoterrorist regime, 
specifically through the Lima Group and the 
Organization of American States; 

Whereas the security situation in Colom-
bia has improved significantly between 2000 
and 2021, but the migrant influx from Ven-
ezuela and the economic effects of the 
COVID–19 pandemic have hurt the economy 
of Colombia, creating unique challenges for 
Colombia that demand action and support 
from strong democratic allies like the 
United States; 

Whereas freedom of speech, freedom to 
peacefully assemble, and other human rights 
are inalienable, and any acts of excess force 
against peaceful protesters should be con-
demned and investigated; and 

Whereas enemies of freedom, such as the 
communist regime of Raul Castro in Cuba 
and the Maduro regime in Venezuela, exploit 
and abuse the vulnerable and individuals 
simply asking for their voices to be heard by 

promoting violent unrest, vandalism, and de-
struction of property: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) declares its firm commitment to Colom-

bia, the strongest ally of the United States 
in Latin America; 

(2) opposes any effort to undermine the de-
mocracy or sovereignty of Colombia; 

(3) encourages the international commu-
nity to stand for democracy in Colombia and 
to condemn any efforts to undermine that 
democracy; 

(4) condemns any regime in any country, 
such as Cuba, Venezuela, or Iran, that gives 
aid to terrorist groups in Colombia by pro-
viding training, weapons, or funding, or by 
hosting those groups within the borders of 
the nation-state; 

(5) strongly condemns the terrorist attack 
perpetrated on June 15, 2021, and attributed 
to the National Liberation Army by the 
Duque administration, against the military 
base of the 30th Army Brigade of Colombia in 
Cúcuta, Colombia, the northeastern border 
city near Venezuela, where United States 
soldiers were present, at least 36 people were 
injured, and infrastructure of the military 
base was destroyed; 

(6) condemns any blockade of essential 
goods and services, including imports or 
transports of medicine or food, and strongly 
condemns all violence or attacks against in-
nocent citizens of Colombia or their private 
property or businesses; 

(7) recognizes that a stable and prosperous 
Colombia serves United States interests in 
Latin America; and 

(8) reemphasizes the shared democratic 
values of Colombia and the United States 
through free and fair elections with the 
peaceful participation of all political leaders 
and parties, accompanied by credible local 
and international observers, including in the 
presidential elections in Colombia in 2022. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
have 9 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, June 17, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 

Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, June 
17, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, June 17, 
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
nominations. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

The Special Committee on Aging is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, June 17, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREADS AND 
SPENDING OVERSIGHT 

The Subcommittee on Emergng 
Threads and Spending Oversight of the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, June 17, 2021, at 10:15 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Parker Loy, 
an intern in my office, be granted floor 
privileges for today, June 17, 2021. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 21, 
2021 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, 
June 21; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; further, that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate 
proceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the Fonzone nomina-
tion; finally, that the cloture motions 
filed during today’s session of the Sen-
ate ripen at 5:30 p.m. on Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
JUNE 21, 2021, AT 3 P.M. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 
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